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Private companies are a unique asset class – correlated 
not to the market but to entrepreneurial drive. This is an 
arena where you can achieve better returns for the risk you 
take. You can also shape investments to deliver answers  
to other needs, such as preserving wealth over generations.

This is why I believe that private companies should have a 
place in most balanced portfolios. Private company investing 
isn’t just for the pension funds and the professionals. 

I founded Rockpool to ensure that many more investors 
could realise the benefits of this asset class. Our network of 
investors is growing and I do hope that you will join us too.

Matt Taylor  
Managing Partner

Contact details 

E team@rockpool.uk.com 

T	 0203 8548 100

W	rockpool.uk.com
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LOOKING FOR BETTER 
RETURNS?

If you have money on deposit, cash in a SIPP, or a traditional portfolio of funds, shares 
and bonds, you may be suffering from poor returns.

Lending to private companies offers an alternative medium term investment with a 
fixed exit date and higher target returns.

OUR SERVICE OFFERS

•  Professional due diligence on each borrower

•  No fees to pay

• Sector diversity

Build a portfolio of loans to private companies 
for a return of 12-15% per annum.

TARGET 
PORTFOLIO

RETURNS FROM

12% TO 15%
PER ANNUM

Lending to private companies puts capital at risk and is illiquid, whereas cash 
deposits can be accessed and do not  place a customer’s capital at risk. There is  
no guarantee of any return and this sort of investment does not provide a reliable 
source of income.



HOW IT WORKS

•  We negotiate the best terms for investors.

•   We manage the process of taking security and put in place borrower covenants and 
other investor protections.

•   We arrange for interest payments to be made to your nominated account.

•  We report regularly on the progress of each borrower.

•   We provide online access to your account, with full history of all payments. You can 
enable a trusted adviser to view this information. 

BUILD YOUR PORTFOLIO OF LOANS 

You will lend to established and profitable private companies requiring £2-10 million of 
loan finance. Borrowers need to show annual profits of at least two times their interest 
outgoings, have a strong capital base or be able to provide alternative security.

Decide how diverse your portfolio should be

•   Your funds will be automatically allocated to loan opportunities as they become 
available, taking into account the amount of your application and the diversity  
you choose.

•  We expect to source 8-10 opportunities each year.

•   Minimum investment is £10,000 per application and £2,500 per borrower. 

Invest through a SIPP or the Rockpool IFISA

•   Tell us whether the investment should be in your own name or through the 
Rockpool IFISA, a company or family member and how much you wish to invest.

We source a flow of lending opportunities to UK  
private companies, analysing and investigating each 
potential borrower.



LOAN INVESTMENT TERMS

INTEREST 

 Interest will be paid net of income tax at the relevant rate (currently 20%), except 
where the beneficiary is a UK company or pension scheme.

Interest is typically paid six-monthly or annually. Interest payments to Rockpool 
investors will be made approximately 14 days after the end of the relevant interest 
period.

Interest is paid on loans, but not on funds held in our client account awaiting 
deployment. 

REPAYMENT

Capital repayment is normally due in one amount at the end of the loan term. This can 
be between 2 and 5 years. Borrowers may be permitted to repay early.

UPSIDE

Some loans are offered with a share in the growth of the borrower’s business, with 
potential to pay out a bonus of around 40% of the loan amount.

Your capital is at risk and you may not get back what you invested.



SOME FUNDED  
LENDING 
OPPORTUNITIES

REVOLVE PERFORMANCE 

Revolve is an automotive engineering business known for its 
performance parts brand, Mountune. 

Rockpool investors lent £1.5 million at an interest rate of 10%.

The loan has a five year term and is secured by debentures 
over all assets of the group.

Lenders may also benefit from a 40-50% bonus from share 
options.

ASHLEY HOUSE

Ashley House develops infrastructure projects such as  
GP surgeries and social housing.

Rockpool investors lent £2 million to support the development 
of freehold properties.

The loan paid interest at 10% and was repaid at the end of the 
two year term.

Your capital is at risk and you may not get back what you invested.



NCE COMPUTER GROUP

NCE maintains mission-critical IT servers and data storage 
systems.

Rockpool investors lent £4.6 million at an interest rate of 8% 
with a five year term. Security was in the form of debentures 
over all assets of the group.

The loan was repaid after two years and lenders benefited 
from equity share options giving a total return of £1.43 per £1 
invested.

SALUS SERVICES

Salus Services owns and operates a managed storage facility 
in West London.

Rockpool investors lent £1 million, secured by a first ranking 
charge over the freehold property.

The loan pays 9% interest and has a four year term.

This sort of investment does not provide a reliable source of income. 



WHY CHOOSE ROCKPOOL?

THOROUGH

Our private company experts search for well-positioned businesses, carry out in-
depth due diligence on each potential borrower and negotiate attractive terms on 
behalf of our investors.

TRANSPARENT

We provide regular updates on each borrower in your portfolio, giving you a more 
detailed understanding of your investment.

Our online platform gives you access to these updates, as well as providing a record 
of all your transactions and the value of your portfolio with Rockpool.

GOOD VALUE

There are no fees for investors to pay. Each borrower pays Rockpool an arrangement 
fee at completion of the relevant investment and an ongoing monitoring fee thereafter.

THOROUGH TRANSPARENT GOOD VALUE



IMPORTANT INFORMATION
RISKS

Rockpool’s Loan Portfolio Service may not be right for you. Please think carefully 
about the risks involved with this investment. Unless you have an expert 
understanding of investing in private companies, you should seek independent 
professional advice before investing. Rockpool is not able to provide you with advice.

It is possible that you may not get back the money that you invest through 
Rockpool’s Loan Portfolio Service. There is no guarantee for your capital or for any 
investment return. Past performance is no guide to future performance. Unquoted 
investments are usually illiquid. This means that you may not be able to sell your 
investment when you want to.

DIVERSITY

When you submit an application for the Loan Portfolio Service, you instruct 
Rockpool to lend the amount applied for across at least the number of borrowers 
selected. The amount lent to each borrower will be determined by an allocation 
formula, which includes provision for scaling in the event of over-subscription. 
Rockpool will not exercise discretion in applying the allocation formula. We will not 
accept your application if the amount lent divided by the number of borrowers you 
specify would result in less than £2,500 being lent to each borrower.

If the amount lent cannot be divided evenly into amounts of £250, your loan amount 
will be deemed to be the next lowest multiple of £250 and we will return any 
balance of cleared funds to you.

PAYMENTS

Interest and capital repayments for your account that we collect on your behalf will 
be paid out to your nominated bank account.

FEES AND CHARGES

Rockpool does not make any charges on investors. We can facilitate adviser 
charges. Borrowers will pay an initial fee to introducers.

COMPLIANCE

This portfolio service is not a fund, or an Unregulated Collective Investment Scheme 
or a discretionary service.



IMPORTANT INFORMATION
UPSIDE

Some loans are offered with the opportunity to benefit from any growth in the value 
of the borrower’s business, with potential to pay out a bonus of around 40% of the 
loan amount. You would take up this opportunity by subscribing a small amount 
for shares in the borrower, unless the investment is through a Rockpool IFISA, in 
which case a small part of the capital invested by your IFISA would be invested 
in convertible loan notes issued by the borrower. The amount to be subscribed 
for shares or invested in convertible loan notes is typically £1 per £1,000 of loan 
investment. We will let you know whenever you have the opportunity to subscribe 
for shares. The aim is that the borrower grows in value and is sold, so that the 
shares can be sold at a gain or the convertible loan notes can be repaid at a 
premium. There is no guarantee of any gain or premium. 

SAFE CUSTODY

Your money will be held in a custodian account pending investment into loan 
notes issued by each borrower. Your loan notes will be registered in the name of a 
nominee selected by Rockpool and you will be the beneficial owner.

CONFLICTS OF INTEREST

We may act for investors owning shares in the borrowers and we may be granted 
options to subscribe for shares in the borrowers. If a conflict of interest arises, we 
will seek to act in the best interests of all investors through Rockpool.
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Rockpool Investments LLP is registered in the UK (OC369009) and is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority.

This document constitutes a financial promotion 
pursuant to Section 21 of the Financial Services 
and Markets Act 2000 and has been issued by 
Rockpool Investments LLP, which is authorised 
and regulated in the UK by the Financial 
Conduct Authority (FCA firm number 572300).

Nothing in this document should be regarded as 
constituting legal, taxation, investment, or other 
advice and prospective investors should consult 
their own professional advisers before investing.

If you invest through the Rockpool Loan Portfolio 
Service, you will do so under the terms and 
conditions set out in the application form 
provided by us.

This document does not constitute, and may not 
be used for the purposes of, an offer or invitation 
to treat by any person in any jurisdiction outside 
the United Kingdom.

This document and the information contained 
in it are not for publication or distribution to 
persons outside the United Kingdom. 

It does not constitute a public offering in 
the United Kingdom. Rockpool has taken all 
reasonable care to ensure that all the facts 
stated in this document are true and accurate  
in all material respects.
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